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or four years' commission. The crews who came home in
1666 received their pay warrants, called tickets, for three
years' hard service. Such was the poverty of the Crown that
when these were presented at the Naval Pay Office no pay-
ment could be made. Conceiving themselves intolerably
defrauded, some of the sailors committed an unpardonable
crime. They made their way to Holland and piloted the
Dutch fleet through the intricate approaches of the Thames
estuary.1 Several of the laid-up English ships in the Medway
and the Thames were burned, and the rumble of the Dutch
guns was plainly heard in London. But the lack of money
forbade effectual reprisals. Charles and his subjects swallowed
the insult, and peace was made in 1667. A great bitterness
continued between the countries, and the claim of England
to the unquestioned sovereignty of the Narrow Seas, though
recognised by the peace treaty, accorded ill with the actual
incidents of the naval war. " With the Treaty of Breda,"
says the historian of the United Netherlands,2 " began the
most glorious period of the Republic."
The relations between England and Holland followed
a chequered course, and many years were to pass before their
grievous quarrels about trade and naval supremacy were
finally thrust into the background before the ever-growing
French power. It is easy nowadays to say that Charles
" should have marched with the Dutch and fought the
French " or " marched with the Protestants and fought the
Papists/' But the Dutch attitude was oblique and baffling,
and many great Catholic states were opposed to France.
Holland was then ruled by John de Witt and his brother
Cornelius. The De Witts were friendly to France. John de
Witt believed that by astute conciliation he could come to
terms with Louis XIV. Louis had always a potent bribe for
the Dutch in the carrying trade of France, on which they
thrived. Had not France been the friend, and even champion,
of the Republic during its birth-throes? And what was
Belgium, that fief of Spain, but a convenient, useful buffer-
1   Callcnder, The Naval Side of British History, pp. 116, 117.
2  P. Blok, op, tit.
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